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}
Turning po_int in the history of
mankind

Diocese of the Southern United States

The birth of our Lord Je-
sus Christ has become a
turning point in the history
of mankind; making it fea-
sible to classify incidents
into pre and post Nativity.
It has also marked the birth
of humanity; for in the Na-
tivity was the Incarnation,
and in the Incarnation was
Salvation and through Sal-
vation we received adop-
tion becoming heirs to the
Kingdom.

-The Imminence and the
Indispensability of Salva-
tion:

The Incarnation basically
means that God became
man; taking a body from
the Virgin Mary by the Holy
Spirit. «Behold, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a
Son, and shall call His name
Immanuel» (Isaiah 7:14).
The most important reason
for the Incarnation was to
resolve the redemption is-
sue bringing man back to
his first rank of which he
had fallen off because of
sin.

However, Adam’s death
would have caused a nu-
mber of ramifications, and
would have been:

-Against God’s Mercy. Adam
was the victim of Satan’s
enticing and tempting.
-Against God's Dignity. God
created man in His own
image and made him ruler
over all his creatures. How
then would God’s image be

torn up so easily?

-Against God’'s Wisdom.
God created man with wis-
dom to enjoy His love, bles-
sings and sonship.

How dare Satan deprive
man of these free gifts? St.
Athanasius contemplates
on this saying; «it was bet-

ter for man if he was not
created than to be created
to face this fate.»

-Against God’'s Power. God
had not created man to de-
sert him and leave him wit-
hout protection against Sa-
tan; for the power is God'’s
and not the devils; «Thine
is the power» (the Lord’s
Prayer).

Thus, it is only through
the unity of the Divinity
with the Humanity that all
the specifications required

from a redeemer would get
to be fulfilled. These speci-
fications are:

-Divinity: Through His divi-
nity and infinite righteous-
ness, the redeemer would
pay off the punishment for
our infinite sin.

-Humanity: Through His
humanity, the redeemer
would represent man who
had sinned and had been
sentenced to die in order
to pay the price which is
death itself. «And wit-
hout controversy great is
the mystery of godliness:
God was manifested in the
flesh» (1 Timothy 3:16)
Redemption Resided in the
Incarnation:

Because man sinned
against the infinite God;
his sin was limitless de-
manding limitless punish-
ment which could not be
atoned for through man’s
limited capacity for repen-
tance. Man’s nature had
become corrupted by sin;
and so required a limitless
atonement. Who is limitless
except God Himself? God
Himself had to take upon
Himself the redeeming and
atoning act in order to res-
cue man from this eternal
death.

-Adoption. «But when the
fullness of the time had
come, God sent forth His
Son, born of a woman, born
under the law, to redeem..
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